
Greetings from the Pres…..

Where was everybody? Only a fourth (yep ¼) of the membership was on hand for the January meeting. Wha’ happened? Hope we do better at our February meeting. And speaking of meetings, we will be using the Maple Meeting Room at the library unless scheduled otherwise. It will work out better since the entrance is at the back of the room and those having to duck out during videos and presentations won’t cause any inter-ruption. It will especially nice to eliminate those folks (non-members) who are always sticking their head in the door looking for some other group.

Our man Joe Salamon visited Eaglewings Iron Craft during his visit to Arizona. When he complimented the owner on their bridges and told him about our club, the owner said “have your President call me and we’ll get your club one”. And call I did! An Eaglewings Iron Craft two track bridge has been built for us and is here! I plan to have a new module built and ready to show it off at the Claremore Show and future shows. Thanks Joe, and special hanks to Dan Hoag of Eaglewings Iron Craft. Check out their ad on page 8 of the February Garden RR Magazine and their web site for products and events.  If at all possible, I’m going to try to get to their open house in April. Hope some of you can too….

Saturday Jim, Donnie, Skip, Joe and Sky got together to make a new module for the bridge and to do repair work on the modules left over from the zoo show.
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Eaglewing’s donated Bridge
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Early Construction of Club’s Module

Some more train trivia…..can you guess the nicknames of these three railroads?

Fort Smith & Western

Newburg, Duchess & Connecticut

Georgia & Florida

Last months answers:

Leavenworth, Kansas & Western

“Leave Kansas & Walk”

Missouri & Northern Arkansas



“May Never Arrive”

Minneapolis & St. Louis



“Misery & Short Line”

TGRRC Meeting Dates

January 26

February 23

March 23   Note change from the 30th
April 27

May 25

June 29

July 27

August 31

September 28

October 26

November 16  With option for the 30th
Help!!

We still need volunteers to do the monthly programs.  Check last month’s issue for the list of what members want to learn about and put your expertise to work helping others.

Did You Know?

America’s last commercial railroad to operate a wood-burning engine was the Mississippi & Alabama RR. Its tender held just enough wood to get to the next refueling station, just five miles down the road. It operated till the end of World War II.

TGRRC Event Dates

Feb 17-19, Claremore Home & Garden Show

Mar 9-12, Tulsa Home & Garden Show

Oct 28-29 Great Western & Atlantic Train Show

Dec 2, Okmulgee Parade of Lights

Dec10, TGRRC Christmas Party

Large Scale Events & Dates

Eaglewings Iron Craft open house, April 8-9
in Phoenix AZ

National Garden RR Convention, July 3-9

In Santa Clara CA

Opportunities Still Available

Track Foreman: takes lead for team laying floor track at shows and events.

Module Foreman: takes lead for coordinating availability and set up of modules for shows and events.

Photo Foreman: takes lead for foto documen- tation of shows and events.

Garden Tour Foreman coordinates both tours and club open houses. 

Float Foreman takes lead role in preparation of float for holiday parades.

Christmas Party Foreman arranges for annual party site, menu, tickets, etc.

Web Foreman posts and keeps website up to date--Skip

*****************************************************

Just a gentle hint that $DUES$ are do this month, $20 single, $30 for a family.

*****************************************************

What’s in a name? 
Reading through the names of clubs listed in Garden Railways, I was surprised at the make up of clubs identified with a city, and the number identified with an area or region. That got me to thinking (I know that’s dangerous) what would be the perception of our club if we were known as, let’s say, Green Country Garden RR Club, or Northeastern Oklahoma Garden RR Club? Would area names appeal more to potential members?  What would the publics’ perception be? Pro? Con? Just some food for thought, what do you think?

 Claremore Home & Garden Show set up takes place Thursday the 16th and “garden trains” are seen and mentioned in their ad now running on TV. The schedule: Set up Thursday at 3pm. Show hours: Friday 4pm-9pm; Saturday 9am-8pm; Sunday Noon-5pm. We’ll have track displays in the entry ways and a 30’ x 50’ display area to the left as you enter the Arena Area. 
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Kit bashing the “Buddy L” - Before
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Kit bashing the “Buddy L” - After

The Sugar Creek Model RR and Historical Society is hosting their third annual Great NWA Train Show & Model Contest, Saturday, March 18th. In Bentonville, AR.. For more information contact Larry Keith at (479) 631-6750 or singingk@cox.net 

Program

This month’s program is on Battery Power, The How’s & Whys, Pros & Cons.

New Members

We’d like to welcome back former members Linda & Pete Olson who are returning after a short hiatus.

January Minutes

TGRRC MINUTES -- January 26, 2006

Vice President Donnie Shirey called the meeting to order.

Minutes of the November 17, 2005 meeting were approved as read.

The Treasurer’s Report was given and dues were collected.

Old Business:

1. Recap of November 2005 Zoo display:  Good attendance except for final day.  Publicity for the event was minimal; even many Zoo Friends were not notified of the event.

2. Recap Christmas Parades.  Donnie showed two plaques awarded to the Club by the Wagoner Candlelight Christmas Parade.

3. Recap Christmas Party:  Good attendance. Good food.  Good location.

4. Recap Schusterman Library:  The event was well attended.  The Club received a thank you note from the Schusterman Library for our display and ground track. 

5. Survey Results:  Members were referred to the January 2006 Railmail for results of the survey in which club members identified topics of interest for this year’s meetings.

New Business:

1. Dates for 2006 meetings were identified in the January Railmail. 

2. At a later date, it will be decided whether to hold the November 2006 meeting on Nov 16 or Nov 30 (before or after Thanksgiving).

3. Jenks Herb Fest will be held April 15.  Set-up: April 14 (Good Friday).

4. Tulsa Home and Garden Show -- March 9-12.  Set up March 8. 16 x 12 area, 4’ radius curve

5. Eaglewings Ironcraft Bridge is offering the Club a 3-ft bridge.

6. At a later date, club members will be asked to volunteer for job opportunities identified in the January Railmail.

7. Gary Gill read a puzzling letter from Sweden.  The author wanted to photograph a mouse riding our trains.

8. Joe provided a list of railroading items for sale by a railroader in Phoenix. 

9. It was also mentioned that Engine House Hobbies is closing out their G-scale. 

10. Skip reported he visited the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry and has a video of their layout that club members are welcome to borrow.

Show and Tell:

Joe showed a video of two Phoenix-area layouts:  One layout currently has 2500 ft of track, but the railroader has a goal of 6,000 ft of track. The other layout, Wild Eagle Railroad, has an outdoor display in which the bridges are bent rather than straight and an indoor display in which an overhead suspension bridge connects two rooms.

Program:  Donnie demonstrated the use of pressure treated roadbeds.

Submitted by Nadine Hodge, Secretary.
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