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From the Prez.

Well the weather has improved and spring is in the air. Tracks are begging to be cleaned, trees looking to be trimmed, and weeds are trying to get a foothold before we can get to them. Ah, the joys of outdoor railroading. Oh did I mention that some of us are still dealing with those cantankerous little creatures called moles? Creatures, heck, they are dirty despicable rotten little hairless varmints set out by nature to test one’s capability to remain sane while surveying the damage wrought on our beloved treasures. But, hey no hard feelings, right? Wrong! We’re it not for the additional damage that would be inflicted on my railroad; I would have taken the advice of some and dynamited them out of the yard. But I digress, it’s spring and time to get out and begin the joys of railroading under Green Country skies. Makes you want to break out into song….”Ooooklahoma where the moles come diggin’ through your yard, but it’s a wondrous site, when your tracks laid right, tho’ bending over’s getting’ hard.

I thought I just saw a mole, yep there’s another sinkin’ hole, so I say (xz@#%**)

tomorrow’s gonna be a better day!”

Hat’s off to Sky Sharp and crew for manning the New Leaf “layout” in Broken Arrow and to Harry Rogers and gang for their manning the “layout” at the Jenks Herb Festival. (See this issue’s Gallery)

Next stop will be the module setup in Oologah on May 5 and 6 arranged by George Kohlhofer.

TGRRC Event Dates

May 5 & 6 Oologah Module Display

June 3, TGRRC Spring Layout Tour

Oct 28-29 Great West’rn & Atlantic Train Show

Dec 2, Okmulgee Parade of Lights

Dec10, TGRRC Christmas Party

TGRRC Minutes – March 23, 2006

The meeting was called to order by President Jim Martin, who welcomed visitors Carroll Davidson and Vance and Marilyn Hall.  Barbara Pate introduced her new husband, Kenneth Casey.

Minutes of the February 2006 meeting were approved as appearing in the Railmail.

Treasurer’s Report was given.

Old Business:

1. Tulsa Home & Garden Show Recap:  Smaller area than last year but good location.  Lots of interest.  Lesson learned: Have membership applications on hand at future events.  

2. Vests:  Bob will contact another company.  Barb will contact Tulsa Master Gardeners.

3. June Tour:  Planning Committee (Donnie, Barb S., Skip, Jim, Joe, Nadine) will meet next week.  An email will be sent out to determine whose layout will be available for the tour on June 3.

New Business:

1. Oologah Pioneer Days:  Friday May 5 and Saturday May 6 from Noon to 8 PM.  Module display will be set up inside the Community Building.  Foreman: George Kohlhofer.

2. A New Leaf Gardenfest, Broken Arrow:  Sat April 8 from 8 AM to 3 PM at A New Leaf Garden Center, 1 block east of Main between 91st and 101st in Broken Arrow.  Ground track only.  Foremen:  Joe, Harry, Sky  (For additional info, log onto www.anewleaf.org)

3. Ollie’s/June Tour:  Ludwig will contact Ollie’s on Southwest Blvd to see if they are interested in running an ad in the Tour Book.

4. Colebrook/June Tour:  Nadine will contact Colebrook regarding their inclusion in the June Tour.

Show and Tell:

1. Skip showed the stackable carriers he designed and built.  Plans are available. 

2. Ludwig showed pickups in F-scale that are available in black, red or green at $25 for club members.   For additional info, log onto www.lasttrainstop.com
3. Jim showed signs available at www.btcomm.com/trains/index.htm that he printed on photo paper.

Program:  Gordon Colebrook of Colebrook Nursery (5915 West 31st Street in west Tulsa) showed miniature and dwarf varieties of plants suitable for garden railroad layouts.

Submitted by Nadine Hodge, Secretary.

Do you know?

Where are the lakes that are referred to in the “Los Angeles Lakers?”

 It’s the only vegetable or fruit that is never sold frozen, canned, processed, cooked, or in any other form but fresh. What is it?

Name six or more things that you can wear on your feet that begin with the letter “S.” 

Answers at the next meeting!

Do you have something you need or want to sell?  Contact the editor and get your request placed in the next Railmail.

Wanted

1 ea. Pair of Bachmann 10 Wheeler Driver wheels. Contact Jim Martin 756-3324

For Sale

1 Box LGB European Flex Ties. (50’)  $50 Contact Skip Diehl 258-5896

Track Planning

By Anonymous

OK—so now you’ve decided on an

operational concept and you know

how you’re going to support your

track throughout the garden… What

to do next? 

Time  to focus on track for a moment.

First—some basics. If you think

all track is the same just because all

our G scale trains (whether they be

1/20.3 or 1/22.5 or 1/24 or 1/29 or

1/32 scale) run on #1 gauge track, you

have much to learn about the nuances

of the hobby. If things were that easy,

would we be spending all this time

and effort preparing this guidance?

I think not

There are several different types

of #1 gauge track… And we are not

just talking about straight vs. curved

here (there are at least six different

commonly used radius curved tracks

on the market—ranging from 2 ft to

10 ft—and of course, you can always

bend your own to suit whatever nonstandard curve you need). Track is

made up of rails, ties, and rail joiners.

Rails come in 2 commonly used

sizes; small size called code 250 rail

(sometimes referred to as “dainty

rail”); and large size, called code

332 (called “LGB track”). If you’re a

stickler for details (a “rivet counter”),

the larger track is not true to the scale

of the trains—it is much too big—but

it’s size helps keep the trains on the

track and it is much sturdier—you

can actually drive a car over it if it

is adequately supported (like resting

on your concrete driveway) and not

damage it. The lighter rail is true

to scale but it is easily bent and only

people with a delicate touch should

even consider using it—and never

stand on it. Rail also comes in a variety

of materials—aluminum, nickel silver,

brass, stainless steel, and plastic.

You have to decide which you are

going to use at the beginning because

you can’t mix different code rails and

shouldn’t mix rail materials. Plastic

track, though inexpensive, is not

a good conductor of electricity, and

unless you plan to stick to wind-up

or battery powered trains, we don’t

recommend it. Aluminum is also less

costly, especially in code 250, and

it doesn’t oxidize like brass rail so,

like nickel, silver, or stainless steel,

you don’t have to clean it often to get

good conductivity. Don’t be turned

o≠ by occasional track polishing

required by hefty brass rail, after all,

you’re going to be cleaning debris o≠

the rail often anyway—while you’re

down there in your hands and knees

cleaning, you might just as well polish

it. It builds strength of character

and its all fun. 

Now we can talk about laying

out a track plan. Usually trains have

a purpose in mind when they leave

point A. In technical terms It is called

a “destination”. If you are running

passenger trains it is only natural

that you leave from a passenger station

(rather than an industrial facility)

and head to another one some

distance away. Some garden railroaders

like to create scenic routes

between stations—they create forests,

mountains, canyons, tunnels, towns,

farms, etc. Just remember to be kind

to Mother Nature in the process. For

instance, 70% of the earth’s surface

is already covered with water—why

would you want to exacerbate this

situation by creating a pond for your

train to circumnavigate or, heaven

forbid, cross over? Did you not pay

attention to our earlier comments on

goldfish vs. koi and how engines do

not float for long? If you

must have a pond, then you’ll need

some fish to eat the mosquitoes you’ll

otherwise be breeding. If you have

fish, you’ll need a pump to keep the

pond water circulating and fully

oxygenated so it won’t grow stagnant

and ‘ooky.’ That means you’ll

need an electrical outlet somewhere

nearby for the pump. You’ll also need

a filter to keep the pump and pond

clear of all kinds of crap that gets

on there. All this and you haven’t

laid a piece of track yet! And don’t

forget… All ponds leak. It is a rule

of nature. Whatever you plant downhill

from your pond should be something

that thrives in a moist growing

medium. Also remember, fish do

not do well after all the water leaks

out of the pond—unless you stock

it with snake heads (not recommended).

If you insist on having a

pond, you might as well go whole

hog and make a waterfall, too—for

dramatic effect, the higher the better.

But don’t even think about routing

your track behind the falling

water… Unless you want your $250

sound system to learn to gargle. If

you’re going to want to run freight

trains, then you’ll need some kind

of freight destination—a coal terminus,

a log mill, a quarry, freight

station, an oil refinery, a factory, a

freight yard—some reason for being.

The more the merrier. If you want to

run both freight and passenger trains

on the same track, you’ll definitely

need a siding or two to let trains pass

each other—especially when you realize

that no two trains will run at the

same speed, unless you’re controlling

them independently by some form of

command and control, and keep in

mind, rear ending a slower moving

train is considered rude. Turnouts

(or “switches” to the uninitiated)

are needed to make sidings. Sidings

can be of two types—dead ends and

those that you can drive through.

Drive-throughs require a turnout on

both ends, dead ends don’t. For some

mysterious reason, many derailments

happen at turnouts—especially when

trains are being backed out of a dead

end. Somehow, pulling a car through

a turnout is less risky than pushing

one through backwards. (Continued next issue)

New Leaf
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Jenks Herb Fest
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